
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       MAY 3, 2015 
  
SIXTH  SUNDAY  OF   EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 112 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I don’t like myself.  This a truth about me that 
has taken me a long time to seriously entertain.  You love me, 
and you ask me to abide in your love.  I get confused about 
this, thinking “abiding in your love” means I should feel loved 
and get on with liking myself.  I need “abiding in your love” to 
mean something else—I need it to mean resting in a different 
truth: that you love me even with me not liking myself. I need 
“abiding in your love” to mean trusting you to help me learn to 
be accepting of me not liking myself.  I am tired of, and am 
worn out by, running away from “I do not like myself.”  I don’t 
think not liking myself is the bottom line in my life, but I do 
believe it is a place to pause, and look around, and consider 
deliberately what my not liking myself actually means.  Where 
does such a thing come from?  Why is it so hard to be a witness 
to not liking myself and so easy to be a victim of it?  What 
purpose did not liking myself serve, and what purpose does it 
now serve?  I have questions; you can help me find answers.  I 
am asking those questions, trusting you to help me.  This is me 
“abiding in your love.” 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 15:9-17 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 119 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 123 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for May 17, 2015 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-15; John 17:6-19 

F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share.  
Plan to stay. 
 Donations to the relief effort in Nepal can be made through 
the church.  Make your check out to this church, and mark the 
memo as “Nepal.”  The money will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, and will go to Nepal relief and not to the 
general fund of PDA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Sixth  Sunday  of Easter [John 15:9-17] 
 We will begin by looking at the meaning of the word “love” 
which appears in today’s reading. The word switches back and 
forth between the noun and verb forms, “agape” being the noun 
form, and “agapao” being the verb form. The Greek word means 
“to love in a social or moral sense, as a matter of principle, duty or 
propriety, because it is the right thing to do.” This Greek word 
focuses our attention on how we act based on thinking rather 
than on feeling. What is important about this word is that it 
invites us to act in a loving way without asking or requiring us to 
feel loving. Loving in this way takes a great deal of pressure off of 
us because we do not need to change how we feel, only to 
monitor how we behave, the latter being much easier to do than 
the former. We can see how this might work outwardly: we do 
not have to like another person, only treat them respectfully and 
kindly, with thought and intelligence. But the real value of the 
word lies in its being applied inwardly. There are parts of each of 
us we do not like; we see them as inferior and/or embarrassing. 
Loving them in the way of agapao means to approach them in a 
receptive manner, to be interested in them or curious about 
them, to make the effort to appreciate them as we are able, as a 
matter of principle, because it is the right thing to do in that there 
is more life in us by doing so. It is easier to love the inferior and/or 
embarrassing parts of us if we do not have to like them at the 
same time. 
 In verse 9 Christ says: “As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love.” The word translated as “abide” is a 
Greek word meaning “to stay [in a given place, state, relation or 
expectancy].” We talked last week about the phrase “abide in my 
love” referring to our making the effort to remain in a relationship 
with an internal environment which Christ builds within us. This is 
an environment where who we are is accepted and appreciated 
rather than evaluated and judged. Making that effort is not 
always easy, so the text continues in verse 10: “If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love…” The words here are 
helpful. “Commandments” is the Greek word “injunction, i.e. an 
authoritative prescription;” it comes from a root “to enjoin,” 

which comes from a preposition denoting a relationship of rest + a 
word meaning “the point aimed at as a limit.” A “commandment” 
is a reference point in which we rest and toward which we are 
moved, and with which we are emphatically directed to join. The 
word “keep” is a Greek word meaning “to guard [from loss or 
injury, properly by keeping the eye upon].” The idea here is that 
we are to hold something in our mind’s eye, as a point of 
reference, to help us remember where we want to go or what we 
want to realize, so that we do not lose it or forget it. In verse 12 is 
stated what we are to hold in our mind’s eye: “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.” 
Internally, the “one another” would be the different selves that sit 
around our internal table. If we hold in our mind’s eye this 
intention to treat our different selves respectfully and kindly, 
thoughtfully and intelligently, seeking to approach them in a 
receptive manner; and if we are interested in them and curious 
about them, and make the effort to appreciate them as we are 
able—we will find that this effort helps us to remain in a 
relationship with the internal environment which Christ builds. As 
we accept and appreciate what we tend to evaluate and judge, we 
find we are accepted and appreciated rather than evaluated and 
judged. It is not necessary to like the different aspects of who we 
are in order for this to occur. 
 There are two things which help in this endeavor: the first is to 
“lay down our life,” and the second is to treat the different facets 
of who we are as “friends.” Here again, the words are helpful. The 
phrase translated as “lay down” is a Greek word meaning “to 
place, properly in a horizontal or passive posture.” The word 
translated as “life” is the word for “breath i.e. spirit,” and refers to 
the capacity to have sense perceptions and feelings. To “lay down 
our life” is to let our feelings about the different aspects of who 
we are become more passive rather than remaining active, to let 
our thinking guide us in how to relate respectfully rather than have 
our emotions dictate our response. The word translated as 
“friends” is the Greek word “dear, i.e. a friend.” The word refers to 
developing “tender regard” for an aspect of our life which we are 
inclined to shun. 



 The commandment is to “love one another,” to “agape” the 
different aspects of who we are and to do “agapao” with them. 
We are to join with this way of loving by keeping in our mind’s eye 
what agapao represents—treating our different selves with 
kindness and respect, especially when our feelings do not support 
that treatment. The emphasis is on having agapao be what we 
move toward, not as something we have to successfully achieve 
and bend ourselves into doing, but as something we work on. We 
work on this by seeking to be kind and respectful toward our 
different selves, especially those we feel no kindness toward or 
respect for, even including our own inability to be kind and 
respectful as well as our inability to receive kindness and respect. 
If we keep this way of relating in our mind’s eye so that we 
reference it as we go through the day, our efforts will connect us 
to God’s treating us in this same way. There is no greater love 
than this because this way of loving is expansive. That is, it 
enlarges us. To love in this way diminishes the impact of our own 
internal judgments and thereby unfolds our life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-6-15, Cycle B, John 15:9-17] 

 


